
 

 

South Plainfield Board of Education 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 

 High School Auditorium 

June 16, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 

 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant, and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We are 

resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to become 

divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
  

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:  Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mrs. Miller,  

   Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Seesselberg, Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

   Mr. Giannakis arrived at 6:19 p.m. 

 

 Also Present: Dr. Noreen Tansey Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, Assistant  

   Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business Administrator; Mr. Marc   

   Zitomer, Legal Council 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers, and Tapinto on January 7, 2021.  

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited to 

three minutes duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same topic. 
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V. SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT 

 

1. Acknowledgment of Retirees 

 

High School Franklin School Roosevelt School 

William Helmstetter Suzanne Tercek Sharon Perez 

Willard Schulte  Laura Vaz 

John VanHook Kennedy School  

Diana Joffe Beverly Biello District 

  Diane Heitmeyer 

Middle School Riley School Nancy Sturm 

Marianne Decker Lori Chabrak Tracy Lawrence 

 Catherine Bonnano Susan Pickoff 

Grant School   

Bruce Hunt   

 
2. Creative Magazine Club Presentation – Alyssa Pecora 

 

Video presentation from students from the broadcasting class. 

 

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:21 p.m.  

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to (select one 

or more): 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive 

 government funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual 

 privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5.         a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with 

 public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible  violations or 

 violations of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of  attorney-client 

 privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected 

 request an open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public 

as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

 

 

The Board returned from Executive Session at 7:14 p.m. 

 

 

MOTION: Mr. Giannakis SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi VOTE:  9-0  
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VII. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 
 

 Mr. Zitomer read in the following resolution: 

 

 Resolved, that the Board of Education hereby approves the appointment of Peter Fallon

 Esq. to conduct an employment investigation for the Board at the hourly rate of $180.00. 

 

 Motion to add the foregoing resolution: 

 

 

 

 Motion to approve the foregoing resolution:   

 

 
 

 

 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

 Diana Joffe, former SPEA President, thanked Dr. Lishak, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Seesselberg, Mr. 

Giannakis, Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Farinella, and Mrs. Boyle for their kind words, and thanked Mr. 

Zitomer for working with the association.  She discussed the removal of the retirement sign display 

at the high school.  Dr. Tansey Lishak explained why the display was removed. 

 

 Georgia Lambert, 1131 Tompkins Avenue, addressed the Board about a board member that voted 

against her re-employment due to personal reasons rather than basing her vote on job performance.   

 

 Sandy Doyan, SPEA Vice President, discussed the removal of the retirement sign display at the 

high school.  She presented flowers to Mrs. Joffe and thanked her for everything she has done for 

South Plainfield.   

 

Sue McAndrews, South Plainfield High School, talked about how Mrs. Joffe helped the staff to get 

through the last 16 months. 

 

 Dion Pender, 303 Edgar Avenue, asked what the reopening of schools in September will look like.  

 Dr. Tansey Lishak addressed his question. 

 

X. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Chapman talked about the fabulous job that the teachers and administration did with this 

difficult school year, discussed the 8th-grade promotion ceremony, congratulated Mr. Blondo on 

his award from the VFW for NJ Teacher of the Year, and congratulated all of the retirees and 

wished everyone a happy summer. 

 

Mr. Farinella thanked everyone for their comments and discussed how it is important to have 

confidence in our skilled individuals that we have to make the best decisions, discussed how 

learning loss is temporary and that gap won’t be there forever, he talked about the passion that is 

MOTION: Mr. Seesselberg SECOND:  Mr. Giannakis VOTE:  9-0  

MOTION: Mr. Giannakis SECOND:  Mr. Seesselberg  VOTE:  8-0-1 

Mrs. Boyle abstained.   
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present in our district, and he wished everyone a great summer and congratulated the graduates. 

 

Mrs. Boyle congratulated the retirees and thanked them for their years of service, especially Mrs. 

Joffe and Mr. Schulte for their 49 and 44 years of service.  She also provided an update from the 

Congressional Capital Hill with Congress and Senators. 

 

Mr. Seesselberg congratulated the retirees and echoed previous comments on the Middle School 

Commencement Ceremony.  He thanked the staff for their hard work in getting through the year.  

He thanked Mrs. Joffe and the NJEA. 

 

Mrs. Miller wished the retirees a relaxing and enjoyable retirement and thanked them for their years 

of service, with a special shout out to Mrs. Decker, Mrs. Joffe, and Mr. Schulte for their 40 plus 

years of dedication and commitment.  She thanked Mr. Diehl, Mr. Fierra, and Mrs. Flannery for all 

of their work with the senior scholarship presentation and thanked Mr. Diehl and the teacher 

presenters for the department awards.  She congratulated all of the recipients.  Mrs. Miller also 

thanked Mr. Diehl, the advisors, and the National Honor Society officers for their induction 

ceremony and congratulated the inductees.  She congratulated the 8th-grade graduates and 

encouraged them to take advantage of the High School offerings.  She congratulated the high school 

graduates and wished them happiness and success.  Mrs. Miller commended the administration, 

teachers, and staff for everything they have done over the pandemic and wished them a restful 

summer.   

  

Mr. Pennisi thanked and congratulated the retirees.  He also congratulated Mr. Blondo on his award. 

 

Mr. Giannakis congratulated Mr. Blondo and all of the retirees and wished everyone a great 

summer. 

 

Mr. Cassio congratulated the retirees, wished the graduates good luck, and wished everyone a 

happy and safe summer.   
  

 

XI. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on June 16, 2021, as may have been 

modified, is hereby approved. 

 

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 With no further business of the board, there was a unanimous voice vote to adjourn at 8:09 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Alex Benanti 

 Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

  

MOTION: Mr. Giannakis SECOND:  Mr. Seesselberg  VOTE:  9-0  


